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This sixteenth day of December, one thousand nine hundred 

and twenty-five. 



GOVERNMENT OF PALESTINE 


PASSPORT ORDINANCE. 

No. 37 of 1925. 

An Ordinance to provide for the issue of passports 
and other travel documents in Palestine. 

a 


BE IT ENACTED by the High Commissioner for Palestine, 
with the advice of the Advisorv Council thereof: — 

V 

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Passport Ordinance, Short Title. 


2. In this Ordinance and in any Regulations marie Definitions, 
thereunder: 


“Palestinian citizen” means a person who has acquired 
Palestinian citizenship under the provisions of the Palestinian 
Citizenship Order, 1925. 


“Alien” means a person resident in Palestine who is not 
a Palestinian citizen. 

“Emergency Certificate” means a document of identity 
issued under the authority of the High Commissioner for the 
purpose of travel outside Palestine 


. “Travel Document” includes a passport and an emergency 
certificate. 


3. (1) The High Commissioner may issue passports to High Commis- 

Palestinian citizens, and emergency certificates to aliens and sioner may issue 
persons whose national status is not defined. passports, etc. 

(2) The High Commissioner may, without assigning 
any reason, refuse to grant any travel document. 

4. (1) Application for a travel document shall be made Application for 
in such manner as the High Commissioner may by Regulation p a ,gp OT ! t t,ons ° 
under this Ordinance direct. ' 
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(2) The applicant shall pay such fee for a travel 
document or for the renewal, or endorsement thereof as the 
High Commissioner may by Regulation under this Ordinance 
prescribe. 
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the Greek Convent Press and Azriel Press, 
on behalf of the Government of Palestine. 


' ! * Palestine No. 87 of 1MSK>. 



(3) A passport shall he valid for live years from the 
date of issue, or for such shorter period as the High Commissioner 
may deride in any special ease. It shall he renewable for a 
further period or periods of one or more years, provided that 
the total period of validity shall not exceed 10 years. 


(4) An emergency certificate shall he available only 
for the journey or journeys and the period specified thereon. 
Provided that llie period of validity shall not in any case exceed 
one year from the date of issue. 
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Visa for Palestine. r>. The High Commissioner mav issue to an alien on the 

o % 

payment of the prescribed fee a visa for Palestine. 
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Forgery of pass- 0. Any person who 

ports, etc. 

(a) forges, alters, or tampers with any travel do¬ 
cument; or t, , . , A 

(h) is found in unlawful possession of any such 
document: or 
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(c) on finding such document, neglects or fails to 

send it to the District Commandant of Police or to the Officer 
in cltarge at the nearest Police Station; or 

(d) by personation or false representation holds 
himself out as the rightful possessor of such document; or 
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(e) parts with the possession of such document to 

another person without lawful authority; or 
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Penalty for false 
representation. 
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(f) destroys, makes away with, or by wilful neglect 
allows anv other person to obtain possession of such document; 

J ... 

shall be guilty of an offence against this Ordinance and shall 
be liable, on conviction before a Magistrate, to imprisonment 
for a period not exceeding one year or to a fine not exceeding 
£E. 100 or to both penalties. 
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7. Any person, whether in or out of Palesigie, who for 


(i 




the purpose of obtaining a travel document or visa either for 
himself or for any other person makes any false statement or 
false representation shall he ptinighable with imprisonment for 
a term not exceeding six months or with a fine not exceeding 
£K. 100 or both these penalties. Liability ‘ 


to a 


penalty 


under 


this Ordinance shall not affect any liability to a penalty for the 
same act prescribed under the Ottoman Penal Lode or any other 
iaiv, provided that no person shall be punished twice for the same 
offence.,ii•! t<. tii'iinniiiui) *• 
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8. (1) Subject to the provisions of the Immigration Or¬ 
dinance, 1925, and any Regulations made thereunder, any per¬ 
son entering Palestine from anv other country shall have in his 


possession a valid passport or other document establishing his 
nationality and identity issued to him by the (lovernment of the 
country of which he is a subject or citizen; and, save in the 
of a travel document issued under this Ordinance, I 
a visa by a British Consular or Passport Oflicer. lie shall not 
enter the country unless this condition has been complied with,* 
and in default he shall be liable toa line not exceeding £E. 100 
or imprisonment for a period not exceeding one year. 
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(2) Any person who acts in contravention of the 
provisions of this Section or is reasonably suspected of having 
so acted or being about so to act may be arrested without a 
warrant. 


9. The High Commissioner may make and, when made, 
may vary or revoke any such Regulations as he may deem 
necessary in order to give effect to this Ordinance. 

10. (1) The Palestine Passport Regulation of 1920 and 
any Rules made under Section 10 thereof are hereby repealed; 
provided that the repeal shall not affect the validity of any tra¬ 
vel document or visa granted or issued thereunder. 

(2) Articles 156 and 157 of the Ottoman Penal Code 
shall no longer have effect in Palestine. 




Obligation to 
show passport on 
entering* Pales¬ 
tine. 


Power to arrest 
without warrant. 


Uegulations. 


Repeal. 


16th Decern l>er, 1925. 
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PLUMER, F. M. 

High Commissioner . 



